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James 1:13 
 

“My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in 
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others? 
For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in 
fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is 
poor and dressed in dirty clothes. If you give special attention and a 
good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can 
stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, doesn’t this 
discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil 
motives? Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God 
chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the 
ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love 
him? But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you 
and drag you into court? Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus 
Christ, whose noble name you bear? Yes indeed, it is good when 
you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But if you favor some people over others, you 
are committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. For the 
person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person 
who has broken all of God’s laws. For the same God who said, “You 
must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must not murder.” So if 
you murder someone but do not commit adultery, you have still 
broken the law. So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember 
that you will be judged by the law that sets you free. There will be 
no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you 
have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you.” 
James 2:1-13 NLT 
 
 
 



Theme: BEWARE OF PERSONAL FAVORITISM 
 
The practice of giving UNFAIR preferential treatment to one 
PERSON or GROUP at the expense of another! 
 
A. Discrimination— Inequity—Nepotism—Partisanship—
Unfairness— 
Inclination—Preference—One-sidedness—Partiality 
 
DISCRIMINATION is wrong because it VIOLATES the Kingdom Law 
of Love!!! 
 
A. Deuteronomy 6:4-6 
““Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. And you 
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and 
all your strength. And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly 
to these commands that I am giving you today.” 
 
B. Matthew 23:37-40 
“Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are 
based on these two commandments.”” 
Matthew 22:37-40 NLT 
 
It is VITAL that we understand the depth and potential danger of 
favoritism!!! 
 
Loss of Dignity—state or quality of being worthy of honor or respect 
 
Loss of sense of Pride in oneself—self-respect 
 
When we favor one group over another, we strip those not shown 
the same favor, of their personal dignity (sense of worth or value) 
 
To show favoritism, devalues those not shown favor: 
 



A. Personhood—racially, socially, economically, educationally, 
religiously 
 
B. Those who show favoritism have, in essence, become judges—
with evil  
thoughts. 
 
GOD ALONE IS JUDGE OF ALL!!! 
 
 
FAVORITISM—equals preferential treatment 
 
A. Rich Man/Poor Man (in worldly things) 
 
“God loves the world and Christ died for it are part of the faith of 
our Lord Jesus  
Christ.” 
 
 
GOD’S WAY: 
 
God has chosen to use POOR people, who are RICH IN FAITH, to 
advance His kingdom! 
 
John 14:15 NLT 
““If you love me, obey my commandments.” 
 
John15:9-17 NLT 
““I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my 
love. When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, 
just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I 
have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 
your joy will overflow! This is my commandment: Love each other in 
the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command. I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t 
confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you 
everything the Father told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I 
appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father 



will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. This is my 
command: Love each other.” 
John 15:9-17 NLT 
 
 
THE ROYAL LAW—the Law of Love 
 
A. A law superior to all other laws 
 
B. To do otherwise (disobedience) is to sin. 
 
Leviticus 19:15 
““Do not twist justice in legal matters by favoring the poor or being 
partial to the rich and powerful. Always judge people fairly.” 
Leviticus 19:15 NLT 
 
 
PARTIAL OBEDIENCE IS DISOBEDIENCE!!! 
 
No pick and choose or selection as to which portion of the LAW we 
are to obey! 
 
Some of the Pharisees were selective as to which portions of the Law 
they observed: 
 
Obedience to the Sabbath while ignoring honoring their parents: 
 
A. Matthew 15:1-9 
“Some Pharisees and teachers of religious law now arrived from 
Jerusalem to see Jesus. They asked him, “Why do your disciples 
disobey our age-old tradition? For they ignore our tradition of 
ceremonial hand washing before they eat.” Jesus replied, “And why 
do you, by your traditions, violate the direct commandments of 
God? For instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and 
‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother must be put 
to death.’ But you say it is all right for people to say to their 
parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give to God 
what I would have given to you.’ In this way, you say they don’t 
need to honor their parents. And so you cancel the word of God for 



the sake of your own tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right 
when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These people honor 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship is 
a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’ ”” 
Matthew 15:1-9 NLT 
 
The whole divine Law has to be accepted as an expression of God’s 
will for His people. “The violation of even one commandment 
separates a person from God and His purposes.” 
 
Followers of Christ that do not practice partiality but instead 
practice love, will triumph at the judgment seat. Those who have 
shown mercy will receive mercy. Those who have NOT shown mercy 
will NOT receive mercy!!! 
 
 
 
 


